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Non-Final Rejection (RCE) 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/12/2005 has been entered. Claims 38-41, 43-47, 49-53, and 55 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if 
the international application designated the United States and was published under 
Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 38-41, 43-47, 49-53, and 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Sasaki (US 6,624,971). 

Claims 38, 44, and 50, Sasaki shows a thin film head in Fig. 13, which is 
modification of the thin film head in Fig. 1 (Column 17, line 60) having a reading part 
5 (Fig. 1; column 10, line 58) and a recording part including: an upper magnetic pole 
27 (Figs. 13) having a first width at an air bearing surface and a second width which is 
larger than the first width at a first depth position from the air bearing surface; 
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FIG.13 (A) 
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a lower magnetic pole having a lower magnetic main layer 7 (Fig. 13), a lower magnetic 
pole front end portion on the lower magnetic main layer, and a projection step portion 
on the lower magnetic pole front end portion; and a non-magnetic insulating layer on 
the lower magnetic main layer, which is formed at an opposite side to an air bearing 
surface of the projection step portion; wherein the projection step portion includes one 
portion which faces the upper magnetic pole and another portion which is formed so 
as to extend from a second depth position from the air bearing surface to a third 
depth position from the air bearing surface and having a part which does not face the 
tip portion of the magnetic pole; and wherein a distance from the air bearing surface 
to a the second depth position is shorter than a distance from the air bearing surface 
to the first depth position. 

With regard to claim 44, Sasaki further shows in Fig. 13, wherein the widths of 
the upper magnetic pole in the track width direction are equal from the air bearing 
surface to the second depth position the track centerline of the projection step portion 
to a position on the starting position line. 

With regard to claim 50, Sasaki further shows a gap layer 9 (Fig. 13) disposed 
between the upper magnetic pole and the projection step portion. 

Claims 39, 45, and 51; Sasaki further shows in Fig. 13 that the another portion 
of the projection step portion is formed at both sides of a track center line of the 
projection. step portion. 

Claims 40, 46, and 52; Sasaki further shows in Fig. 13 that the width of the 
projection step portion in the track width direction at the air bearing surface is 
substantially equal to a width in the track width direction of the upper magnetic pole 
at the air bearing surface. 
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Claims 41, and 53; Sasaki further shows in Fig. 13(A) that a distance from a 
track center line of the projection step portion to an edge of the another portion in 
track width direction at the second depth position from the air bearing surface is 
greater than a distance from a track center line of the upper magnetic pole to an edge 
of the upper magnetic pole in the track width direction at the second depth position 
from the air bearing surface. 

Claim 47, Sasaki further shows in Fig. 13(B) that a distance from a track center 
line of the projection step portion to an edge of the another portion in track width 
direction at the second depth position from the air bearing surface is W2/2, which 
greater than a distance from a track center line of the upper magnetic pole to an edge 
of the upper magnetic pole in the track width direction at the second depth position 
from the air bearing-surface, which is W 1/2. 

Claims 43, 49, and 55, Sasaki further shows in Fig. 13 that another portion of 
the projection step portion has rectangular contours. 

Response to Arguments 
2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection for the new claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tianjie Chen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7570. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30, Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7579. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




